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PAGE 01 STATE 217703 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-13 ISO-OO HA-05 SIG-03 /044 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/PAB :RDLORTON:DAM 

APPROVED BY NEA:WCRAWFORD 

NEA/PAB :JACOON 

HA:EJONES 

IO:GAD ALLEY 

F.I JR/CE:EMI . AT IDF.RD AT ,E 

117290 260859Z/21 

R 260017Z AUG 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION GENEVA 
INFO AMEMBASSY KABUL 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 217703 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, AF 

SUBJECT: POLITICAL DETAINEES IN AFGHANISTAN: RECOMMENDA- 
TION ON NEXT STEPS 

REF: KABUL 6809 

DEPARTMENT IS IN FULL ACCORD WITH EMBASSY KABUL'S SUGGES- 
TION THAT US MISSION GENEVA CONVEY TO ICRC OUR VIEW THAT 
AN ADDITIONAL APPROACH TO THE DRA BY AN ICRC REP IS NEEDED. 

IF ICRC BOARD CONSIDERS ETIENNE A GOOD CANDIDATE TO CARRY 
THIS OUT THAT WOULD BE FINE WITH US, BUT WE DO THINK THAT 
SENDING SOMEONE AT LEAST AT HIS LEVEL WOULD BE IMPORTANT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 217703 

FOR A FOLLOW-UP INQUIRY AND RENEWED OFFER OF HELP. LATE 
SEPTEMBER-EARLY OCTOBER TIMING WOULD ALSO SEEM TO BE 
APPROPRIATE AS THE PRESENT PREOCCUPATION OF DRA WITH 
INTERNAL POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES CLEARLY MAKES THIS AN 
INOPPORTUNE TIME TO DISCUSS FREEING POLITICAL PRISONERS. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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